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Thank you for your letter and sharing your concerns with us. We know that school officials and 
school board members have a daunting task ensuring children receive the great education they 
deserve in the safest environment possible, and we appreciate the work you do every day to 
make this a reality. 

The Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) understands and appreciates 
Clover School District's (Clover) desire to keep children in-person for learning. We share your 
desire for in-person wholeheartedly and recognize the importance of in-person interactions 
when it comes to educating our youth; while also wanting to ensure that South Carolina's 
children receive the best education possible in the safest environment possible. 

Evidence clearly shows that most children learn best in-person, and that is why DHEC 
implemented recent updates to its COVID-19 Guidance for K-12 Schools and DHEC's School and 
Childcare Exclusion List (School Exclusion List). The desire to reduce lost educational time is one 
of the driving forces behind our decisions to provide options that allow most children to avoid 
the need for quarantine as well as to provide for a less-restrictive definition of a K-12 student 
close contact. 

These updates provide the best opportunity to keep students and teachers in the classroom 
without increasing exposure. Additionally, these recommendations provide adequate 
timeframes to recover from COVID-19 and prevent virus spread within the least restrictive 
isolation and quarantine options. 
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Within these options, DHEC has also provided multiple ways for students and staff to avoid 
quarantine. DHEC continues to recommend that everyone wear a well-fitting mask while indoors 
and in public places, and socially distance when possible. Students who mask and are within three 
to six feet of another student with confirmed COVID-19 are not considered close contacts and do 
not need to quarantine. This simple step can drastically reduce the amount of educational time 
lost. 

Also, children and staff who are fully or maximally vaccinated, depending on age, need not 
quarantine if they have no symptoms since evidence has shown that fully vaccinated children are 
at much lower risk to contract COVID-19. 

An additional option schools and parents may utilize to keep a child who is exposed to the virus 
in school is Test to Stay (TTS), which uses testing and mask use to allow close contacts who are 
not fully vaccinated to continue in-person learning if they test negative and wear a mask. 
Combining these layered public health best practices helps reduce the spread of COVID-19 and 
protects everyone from the most severe outcomes of the virus to include hospitalization and 
death. Fully implementing TTS will lead to almost all children being able to remain in school 
rather than quarantine when they are exposed. 

Based on the data submitted since the beginning of the 2021-2022 school year by nine schools 
in the Clover District, as of the week ending January 28th, 8.4% of students who were quarantined 
became positive while in quarantine. Implementing the quarantine requirements from the 
School Exclusion List prevented approximately 450 additional students from continuing to 
transmit to staff, students, and the greater community. 

We can also calculate how many additional, likely infections would have occurred if those 450 
students weren't quarantined. Omicron is the most infectious version of COVID-19 we've 
encountered, and on average one infected person can transmit to seven other people if they do 
not quarantine. This variable changes based on multiple factors, but using a value of 7, we can 
estimate that Clover's quarantine efforts prevented 4,333 people from being infected and 
potentially losing educational time. 

As you are aware, South Carolina is currently experiencing a surge of COVID-19 cases. All 46 
counties, including York County, have high levels of community transmission, as classified by the 
CDC. On February 1, 2022, there were 5,136 newly reported cases of COVID-19 in South Carolina. 
Of these new cases, 238 of them were in York County alone. Statewide, 26.0% of new cases were 
attributed to children between the ages of O and 20. 
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Hospital utilization is also high, to include pediatric hospitalizations. The four pediatric hospitals 
in South Carolina have a total of 28 children who currently are hospitalized with COVID-19. Sadly, 
to date, there have been 17 deaths in South Carolina for children ages 5-17 due to COVID-19. 
DHEC believes that the severe illness, hospitalization, or the death of even one child is an 
unacceptable outcome of a vaccine-preventable disease and, therefore, policies that prevent 
such outcomes must be maintained. 

DHEC's School Exclusion List and school guidance documents will continue to be evaluated and 
updated as appropriate based on the best science and data that is available. It is our express hope 
that South Carolina's case numbers will decline, and vaccinations will increase to the point that 
we can loosen the requirements currently in place. 

Until then, we must act in the best interest of public health and do our part to protect all South 
Carolinians, especially our children. We strongly believe that the science and data support the 
current requirements and that there are serious risks, especially to our children, if those 
requirements were to be relaxed prematurely. 

As you so correctly pointed out in your letter, it is most important for students to attend school 
in person " ... so that they can continue growing academically, emotionally and socially." To this 
end, DHEC is pleased to provide enough at-home rapid COVID-19 tests for each student in Clover 
to have two tests apiece, for free, to support the Test to Stay strategy in your district and further 
support in-classroom learning for your students. 

We hope Clover schools will implement the Test to Stay strategy to help keep students where 
they belong - in the classroom. We would be happy to support your efforts to do or answer 
questions about this guidance. 

We all want to ensure that South Carolina's children receive the best education possible in the 
safest environment possible, and we thank you again for your efforts on behalf of the children in 
the Clover School District. 

Sincerely, 

@, 4 d~ 
Edward D. Simmer 


